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1. Purpose  
This contract specifies the terms and conditions for all students residing in campus housing at the University of Southern Mississippi 
(“University”) for the academic year. Resident must execute this housing contract via electronic signature through the student 
housing portal. If resident is under the age of eighteen (18), resident’s parent or legal guardian must also execute the contract. This 
housing contract is legally binding and effective when fully executed by resident and resident parent or legal guardian, if required. 
The contract constitutes resident’s agreement to reside in campus housing during the fall and spring semesters of an academic 
year.  
This contract may only be canceled, terminated or modified as stated below.  
 
This contract is not a lease and is not subject to Mississippi landlord-





The housing contract can be canceled by submitting the 



with reserved/occupied rooms, either by being physically present or by leaving belongings in the space, who withdraw or fail to 
enroll. If student re-enrolls in the University during the period covered by the original housing contract, the student will be bound to 
the remainder of the contract.  
 
18. Academic Program Exemption  
A housing contract which has been signed and executed by a student will be suspended for those full academic semesters to live 
elsewhere in order to complete their academic program (student teaching, study abroad, internship, co-op, etc.). The student must 
complete the cancellation form within the student housing portal prior to the last day of class of the prior semester in which the 
student must complete the academic program requirement. Student must include official academic program documentation. The 
University cannot guarantee reassignment to a specific residence hall room for a student returning to campus housing from such 
programs.  
 
19. Proration  
If a resident chooses to cancel their housing contract during the academic term and has officially withdrawn from classes, the 
resident’s account will be prorated from the day the resident officially checks out of residence hall through the end of the term per 
Section 17 Withdrawal from the University.  
 
There are no other instances where a proration of charges is automatic.  This includes a student who fails to enroll.  Students who 
wish to have charges reduced must complete the appeals process.  All appeals committee decisions are final.  (See section 16.  
Housing Contract Appeals) 
 
In all cases, the resident must complete the online cancellation form.  
 
20. Responsibility of Room and Room Condition  
The resident is responsible for the accommodations assigned and shall reimburse the University for damages within or to said 
accommodations. Resident must complete a Room Condition Report (RCR) within three (3) days after official check-in to assigned 
space. Resident’s failure to complete the RCR shall be deemed an acknowledgement that resident’s room, including all furniture, 
fixtures, and appliances, are in good and workable condition, free from defect or damage. Charges for damages and/or necessary 
cleaning will be assessed to the resident(s) by the University and must be paid promptly.  
 
21. Keys and Access Cards  
Resident agrees not to loan/duplicate keys and/or access cards. Lost or stolen keys and/or access cards must be reported 
immediately. Resident may incur financial penalty for lost or duplicated keys and/or access cards. Keys must be returned when 
occupancy ends and access to space will be terminated.  
 
22. Right to Entry of Space  
In addition to all rights of entry University has by law and under other provisions of this contract, University or its agents may enter 
the housing contract space at any time for any of the following reasons:  

a. In case of emergency;  
b. To inspect the condition of the premises;  
c. To inspect for fire and health hazards and for health and safety violations;  
d. To make repairs, installations, additions, alterations, or paint to the rooms or to the building, apartment or house; 
e. To perform housekeeping and pest control functions;  
f. To remove personal property, equipment, placards, signs, fixtures, alterations or additions to the premises that are in  
    violation of the provisions of this or any other applicable agreement, regulation or policy;  
g. To verify room occupancy; and  
h. To search by authorized University personnel when there is cause to believe that a violation of this contract or  
    University policy or regulations is being or has been committed. Authorized University personnel include, but are not   
    limited to, staff of: Housing and Residence Life, Student Affairs, Dean of Students, and, University Police. This  
    provision is not intended to limit the right of University Police to enter any student’s room in the performance of statutory  
    duties and in accordance with legally defined procedures governing search and seizure when there is probable cause  
    to believe that a violation of state or federal law is being or has been committed.  

 
The University may, in its sole discretion, allow resident an opportunity to correct a violation that is not criminal in nature and does 
not present an immediate threat to the health and safety of residents and staff. If so, the resident will be granted a reasonable time 
to correct the violation. If it is not timely corrected, the resident will be subject to the housing student conduct process. Violations 
may result in judicial action and/or termination of the housing contract.  
 
23. No Liability for Resident Property  
The University is not liable and assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage to resident’s personal belongings or property, 
whether arising from theft, fire, smoke, inclement weather, water damage, or any other hazard or casualty. Likewise, the University 
is not liable and assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal belongings or property during such times when the 
resident is moving into campus housing or checking out of campus housing. Resident is advised to obtain and maintain the 
appropriate insurance at resident’s expense to cover such losses. 
 
24. State of Emergency or Communicable Disease; Force Majeure  
Resident acknowledges and agrees that the University may take specific measures to protect the health of its University community 
and the surrounding community in response to a state of emergency, COVID-19 or another communicable disease, or other reasons 
deemed to be in the best interests of the University. Resident acknowledges and understands that these measures may include but 



are not limited to, termination of housing contracts, changing resident’s housing assignment, closing of residence halls, apartments, 


